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date

6 April 2018

Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants
P.O. Box 44
Klapmuts
7625
Attention: Marais Geldenhuys
By email: marais@dougjeff.co.za
Dear Marais
NEMA Section 24G Rectification Report for the Unlawful Infilling of a Watercourse on
Portion 1 of Farm 1471, Bloemendal Wine Estate, Durbanville
(DEA&DP ref. no.: 16/3/3/5/A1/18/3050/17)

CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the application and
would like to make the following comments. Please note that our comments only pertain to
the biodiversity related impacts and not to the overall desirability of the application.
The application is for the rectification of the construction of a barn within a watercourse
without receiving an environmental authorisation. The barn is not located within any
wetlands or watercourses which are mapped on the Biodiversity Network (BioNet) for City of
Cape Town, Western Cape Biodiversity Spatial Plan (WCBSP) or NFEPA, however the
valley bottom wetlands associated with the Elsiekraal River are located a short distance to
the north. From a terrestrial perspective, the site is classified as No Natural according to the
WCBSP and the BioNet.
The freshwater specialist study identified a minor ephemeral tributary of the Elsieskraal
River which was impacted by the construction of the barn. The feature is in a highly modified
state with limited ecological value and function and was further impacted by the barn
including diversion. CapeNature supports the contents of the freshwater specialist report,
which indicates that the impacts incurred were not highly significant.
The recommendations are however that the tributary should be rehabilitated, which is
supported by CapeNature and should be taken into account in the assessment of the
application. No additional rectification measures are considered necessary. Ideally the
rehabilitation should also include the Elsieskraal River, which is a higher order watercourse
and of higher ecological function and is adjacent to most of the facilities on the property,
however this is not related to this application.
CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information
based on any additional information that may be received.
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Yours sincerely

Rhett Smart
For: Manager (Scientific Services)

